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The Capabilities Developed Through MATE Extend Far
Beyond the Competition Pool

After months of innovation, teamwork, and determination, the 2026 MATE ROV
Competition season is reaching its exciting conclusion. From regional event tour stops
around the world to countless hours spent designing, testing, refining, and problem-solving,
teams have been working toward a common goal: showcasing their skills on the world stage
at the 2026 MATE ROV World Championship.

This year, 86 teams from over 20 countries will compete at the World Championship. Their
journeys may have started in different places, but they all reflect the same spirit of curiosity,
collaboration, and perseverance that defines the MATE experience.

In his recent message to the Marine Technology Society community, Dr. David Golden, MTS
VP of MATE, reflected on the power of bringing people together around a shared mission.
That spirit is on full display in MATE, where students, educators, mentors, and industry
professionals from across the globe connect through a common passion for ocean
technology innovation.

Whether you're attending in person or cheering from afar, we invite you to join us June 25-
27 as teams tackle this year's missions and demonstrate the creativity, technical expertise,
and professionalism they've developed throughout the season. Be sure to tune in to the
livestream on Twitch (@mateinspires1) to watch the action unfold and celebrate the
achievements of these remarkable students.

As we prepare for the final stop on the 2026 MATE World Tour, we're reminded that the true
impact of MATE extends far beyond the competition field. It's found in the skills gained, the
friendships formed, the challenges overcome, and the confidence built along the way. Those
accomplishments are worth celebrating, no matter where the journey leads next.

We can't wait to see what these teams achieve at the 2026 World Championship!

JillZande
MATE Executive Director | Marine Technology Society (MTS)
(And everyone here at Team MATE!)

STAY AFLOAT

World Championship Travel

As we gear up for the 2026 MATE ROV World
Championship, we've pulled together key travel
information to help teams prepare for a smooth journey to
St. John's, Newfoundland & Labrador. We're also closely
monitoring global events that may impact travel and will
continue to keep teams informed as updates become
available.

Access World Championship Travel Info >>>

Add to the 2026 MATE ROV World
JOIN OUR Championship Playlist!
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What's a World Tour without music? We want to hear from
YOU! Send your favorite hype songs to
christian.laspada@mtsociety.org to be added to our 2026
MATE ROV World Championship Playlist! The playlist will
be playing through out the World Championship.

Dress Up for the 2026 MATE ROV

ROCK OUT | World Championship Closing Ceremony

wWITHHATE _ §
3 3 ) 1 The show is on and you're the star! Rock out with the
_"’. o o | MATE team and dress up as your favorite musician or music

=4 genre for the Closing Ceremony at the 2026 MATE World
Championship!

2026 MATE World Championship Collaborative Bonus Mission

For teams that have advanced to the World Championship competition, the collaborative
bonus mission has been posted! See 2026 MATE Collaborative Bonus Mission Tasks Final
and 2026 Collaborative Bonus Mission Score Sheet Final.

For teams that have never been to the World Championship, MATE offers our teams an
exciting opportunity to work together with other competition teams to complete a task and
earn additional points. Whether it be completing an underwater puzzle, building a wall from
corrugated plastic, or raising a banner underwater, MATE teams collaborate with each other
to get the job done.

This year there are two new features for MATE’s collaborative bonus mission, sonar and
saltwater. Teams are going to integrate an Omniscan 450FS from Cerulean Sonar into their
vehicle, launch from a dock into the ocean, and scan for targets of interest in the mission
area. Each team will earn points by successfully deploying and scanning the region but will
earn additional points based on how many teams total make a successful scan of the
underwater area.

The collaborative bonus mission is always fun and inspiring. Watch live on the Twitch
livestream Saturday, June 27th from 8:20 AM to Noon (NL time).
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7SH0P ONLINE NOW!!! Order Official MATE Apparel
from Fine Designs

Customize and order MATE Apparel that
will be delivered to your home! You will
also be able to order ready-made gear on
site at the 2026 MATE ROV World
Championship.

Shop Now >>>

a 2026 MATE ROV World
@ Championship Discounts!

«®e To.
DELEGATE St. John's offers an urban experience like
no other. A port city that rises dramatically
DISCOU NTS from the ocean and hugged by endless
Show Your EVENT BADGE Here o Recelve Your Discount] coastlines will greet you. Enjoy Delegate
Discounts at participating businesses
when you show your event badge. Window
Q R decals will be prominently displayed by
participating businesses—so keep a
nﬁ:u:;::r;:nﬁs lookout while enjoying your time in St.
John’s!

View Participating Businesses >>>

Gatherall's Puffin & Whale
Watch Tour Discount

To reserve, simply visit
https://Gatheralls.com and select Marine
Wildlife Tour option, select the number of
persons in the booking. When completing
the booking, enter the promo code
MATE_ROV_2026. If booking by phone,
please provide the promo code above to
reception staff. The code will allow adults
& seniors to get a discounted rate on tours
booked with departure dates June 22nd-
30th.

Book Your Tour Now >>>

GUIDING THE ROVolution

Alumni Highlight - Kathryn
Cousens

From competing with her high school
MATE team in Newfoundland to building a
career as a self-employed Hydrographic
Data Processor, this alumna's journey
began with a passion for underwater
robotics and the ocean.

"I would have never found this career had
it not been for the MATE ROV
Competition and my high school robotics
team, and for that, | am forever grateful."

Hydrographic Datz

Read Her Story >>>

BLUE TECHNOLOGY -
EDUCATION WO T 2026 NMEA Conference and

Thursday | July 16, 2026 Blue Technology Workshop
Join us for a full day of learning at the 2026 . . . .
NMEA Annual Conference where these MAMEA (M'd'Atlant'C Marine Education
leaders in blue technology education will share Association) invites all who teach about
their exciting products and programming for water to the 2026 National Marine
students and teachers! .. .
Educators Association Conference. Join
@ATE Rov NMEA for the “Meeting of the Waters” in
= Cambridge, Maryland from July 12-16,
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() BlueRobotics 2026. A special Blue Technology Education
Workshop, hosted by NOAA Ocean
Exploration, will take place July 16th as
part of this conference. Scholarships are
MARINE-ED.ORG/BLUE-TECH available to support educator participation

in the NMEA conference and workshop.

@, ADOPT A DRIFTER PROGRAM

LEARN MORE AND APPLY FOR A SCHOLARSHIP TODAY:

SOCEAN @z =@ A
Learn More & Register >>>

MATE Office Hours Live -
Blue Robotics

5 ol

s : @ ‘ ol Do you have burning questions for the
@ﬁgﬁgﬁ SRR ‘ Blue Robotics team about MATE ROV?
e G ] Join them for live Office Hours during the
e s e || g Vi on 2026 MATE ROV World Championship!
el R o R S 1 The Blue Robotics team will be live
virtually on June 26th at 2pm (NL time).

$40,000 in Funding
Available!

MATE teams—this is a great opportunity
to take your work further!

Ocean Exchange, one of MTS's flagship
programs, has officially opened
applications for the 2026 Collegiate Call
for Solutions.

APPLICATIONS DUE _ o )
If your team is developing innovative
SEPTEMBER 12 solutions, whether inspired by ROV
design, ocean data, aquaculture, or
beyond, this is a chance to gain visibility
and connect with leaders across the ocean
enterprise.

Deadline to Apply: September 12,2026

| more: Susan.Zellers@OceanExchange.org

Learn More & Submit >>>

SEAS THE DEALS

9 Reusability & Sustainability: Making SeaMATE Kits
Last

At MATE, longevity and reusability are central to our approach to marine technology
education. SeaMATE kits are designed to support hands-on STEM learning while helping
educators maximize materials across multiple classes, projects, and school years. By creating
kits that can be refreshed, rebuilt, and repurposed, students not only gain valuable
engineering experience, but also learn the importance of sustainability and responsible
resource use.

Whether you're teaching underwater robotics, environmental science, or engineering
design, SeaMATE kits offer a practical way to connect innovation with sustainability
standards and real-world problem solving.

LEARN MORE >>>

SEAFARING SPONSORS

Motorola Solutions

Foundation

Program Partner Spotlight: Motorola Solutions Foundation

Program Partners play a key role in powering the MATE ROV Competition, supporting
everything from workshops to the World Championship and helping bring hands-on learning
to students and educators at every stage.

The Motorola Solutions Foundation, which has donated more than $100 million over the
past 10 years, prioritizes support for first responders, technology and engineering education
and under-resourced groups. The foundation achieves this by making strategic grants,
forging strong community partnerships and fostering innovation. Motorola Solutions
Foundation focuses its funding on public safety, disaster relief, employee programs and
education, especially in science, technology, engineering and math.

Funding from the Motorola Solutions Foundation allowed for the establishment of a regional
MATE ROV competition program in Colorado, as well as to engagement and support of
underserved students in South Florida and Southern California and inner-city youth in
Chicago.

LEARN MORE ABOUT MOTOROLA SOLUTIONS FOUNDATION >>>

Program Partner Spotlight: Martin (Marty) Klein

Martin (Marty) Klein, a pioneer in commercial side-scan sonar technology and ocean
exploration, has served as a judge at the MATE International and New England Regional
ROV Competitions since 2003.

As part of his dedication to nurturing the new generation of marine technologists, Marty
established the Martin Klein MATE MARINER Award. The award is presented at each
International Competition to the individual or team that demonstrates an appreciation for
the practical applications of their knowledge and skills; a genuine interest in the competition
mission; a penchant for a lifetime interest in the field of marine science and technology; and
exceptional passion - not just for winning but for the entire competition process.

LEARN MORE ABOUT MARTY KLEIN >>>

WHAT'S ON DECK
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Next Stop: The MATE ROV 2026 World Championship!
&

The countdown to the 2026 MATE ROV World Championship is on! As you prepare for an
exciting week of competition, presentations, and networking, now is the perfect time to
make sure you have everything you need for a successful trip.

From essential competition materials and team displays to travel necessities and personal
items, our World Championship Packing List is designed to help you arrive prepared and
ready to focus on what matters most. Review the list before you travel to avoid last-minute
surprises and ensure your team is set up for success from the moment you arrive.

Packing List & Reminders:

June 25-27: World Championship - St. John's Newfoundland & Labrador

4@ Team Check In Scheduler

& Warm Outfit (for the Ice Tank)

& Waivers (including proxy for onsite)

& Marketing On-Site Display Rubric

@ Musician/ Music Genre Costume for Closing Ceremony
@ Chargers

& Outlet Converters (if needed)

@ Refillable Water Bottle

& Hat

@ Sunscreen

& Medications (if needed)

@ Shipping & Customs Letters (teams are responsible for their shipping costs, including any
customs/brokerage fees)

VIEW ALL 2026 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP RESOURCES >>>

ROV on, MATE teams! We can't wait to rock out with
you at the World Championship!
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