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The Countdown to MATE XXV Starts Now!
 

The wait is over. The 2027 MATE ROV Competition season is officially underway—and for
our 25th anniversary, we're bringing our A-game. 
 

Our season reveal hype video gave teams their first look at the 2027 game plan and the
challenges ahead. A new year of innovation, teamwork, and discovery is taking shape as
students, educators, and mentors prepare to dive into new missions inspired by real-world
challenges in both INNER and OUTER space, ocean science, engineering, and exploration.
 

But every great season starts long before competition day. 
 

It starts with an idea, a team of curious problem-solvers, and the willingness to design, build,
test, troubleshoot, and try again. In the months ahead, teams around the world will
transform those first ideas into capable underwater vehicles while developing the technical
knowledge, creativity, and confidence that define the MATE experience.
 

Coaches need a pre-season too! Educators and mentors can also prepare for the season
through upcoming MATE professional development workshops. These hands-on learning
opportunities provide the tools, guidance, and practical experience needed to introduce
underwater robotics, strengthen an existing program, and help students navigate the
engineering design process. Whether you are joining MATE for the first time or returning for
another season, there is always something new to learn!
 

This month, we're breaking down the missions, workshops, resources, and opportunities
that will help teams gear up for 2027.
 

25 years. A whole new game plan. And one BIG season ahead. 
 

🔗 Watch the 2027 MATE ROV Competition Season Hype Video
 

The road to MATE XXV and the 2027 MATE ROV World Championship in Federal Way,
Washington, starts now. Game on! 🏆
 

Jill Zande
MATE Executive Director | Marine Technology Society (MTS)
(And everyone here at Team MATE!) 
 

Kicking Off the 2027 MATE ROV Competition Season! 

MATE XXV is officially here! The 2027
MATE ROV Competition Season is the
exciting next chapter in the MATE ROV
journey, bringing the global MATE
community together to celebrate
innovation, teamwork, and the incredible
underwater technology skills. The 2027
competition season is also the 25th
anniversary of the MATE World
Championship!
 

Are you ready to compete? Here's your

first look at the matchup:

🏈 Zone Defense: Protecting the Pacific
🛰️ Zero-G Training Camp: From Sea to

Space

🏀 The Vertical Game: MATE Floats!
 

VIEW THE 2027 PREVIEW MISSION
TASKS >>>

Upcoming Professional
Development Workshops
 
Ready to bring underwater robotics into
your classroom or STEM program? There
are three upcoming opportunities for you
to join a MATE Professional Development
Workshop!
 

Pufferfish ROV Workshop (NEXT WEEK)
When: September 25-26, 2026  
Where: Sheboygan, Wisconsin
 

LEARN MORE >>>
 

Barracuda ROV Workshop
When: October 10-13, 2026
Where: St. Pete, Florida
 

LEARN MORE >>>
 

Pufferfish ROV Workshop
When: November 14-15, 2026
Where: Hilo, Hawaii
 

LEARN MORE >>>

MTS Career Accelerator
Webinar: Career Pathways
in Marine Technology
 
The MATE ROV Competition is just one
pathway to a career in marine technology,
but with ample professional opportunities
and career pathways, how do you know
which one to take?  Join MTS CEO Chris
Ostrander in this webinar as he shares
lessons learned in his career and offers
practical guidance for students and ECOPs
on how to identify and pursue the
opportunities that arise. 

📅 September 30, 2026 | 4:00 PM ET

REGISTER HERE >>>

MTS ROV Photo Challenge
The MTS ROV Photo Challenge is back -
and we want to see who can capture the
most epic ROV moments from the MTS
and MATE community. From poolside
practice runs to those game-winning shots,
every photo tells a story. Do you have a
photo of your ROV from competition
season?   Now's your chance to show the
world your ROV in action!

📆 Submission deadline: October 30,
2026

SUBMIT YOUR PHOTOS HERE >>>

Getting Ready for Competition Season: Build Skills
with SeaMATE Kits
 
September marks the beginning of a new school year—and, for many teams, the start of a
new MATE ROV Competition journey. Whether you are returning for another season or
preparing to build your first remotely operated vehicle (ROV), the work your team does now
can establish a strong foundation for the months ahead.
 

Before the missions are attempted and the countdown clock begins, teams need time to
learn the fundamentals, establish their workflow, and become comfortable solving problems
together. SeaMATE ROV kits offer a hands-on way to begin that process. By building, testing,
and improving an ROV, students can practice many of the same skills they will rely on
throughout the competition season.
 

LEARN MORE >>>

2026 MATE Floats Summer Workshop Recap
 

Dreams came true at the 2026 MATE Floats Summer Workshop at the University of
Washington! The workshop, hosted annually by the UW in partnership with the Marine
Technology Society and funded by the National Center for Autonomous Technologies, is a
five-day immersive experience for community and technical college students from all across
the country. This year, a special guest joined the workshop! Through AARP’s Wish of a
Lifetime program, Edwyna Spiegel fulfilled her wish of joining a research cruise. UW
welcomed her aboard, giving students the opportunity to share their excitement,
knowledge, and experiences with Edwyna, and to learn from her adventurous spirit in
return.

It was a special reminder that curiosity, discovery, and a love for the ocean have no age limit.
We’re grateful Edwyna became part of the MATE Floats experience and can’t wait to share
more stories from her unforgettable voyage!

VIEW PHOTOS HERE >>>

Thank You Motorola Solutions Foundation!
 

We are thrilled to have received a grant from the Motorola Solutions Foundation, the
philanthropic arm of Motorola Solutions. Thanks to this grant, we can continue spreading
STEM education, inspiring students to innovate the future.

The Foundation awards grants each year to organizations supporting and advancing
technology and engineering education. We have been receiving funding from Motorola
Solutions Foundation since 2018, and are incredibly grateful for the impact they make!
 

LEARN MORE ABOUT MOTOROLA SOLUTIONS FOUNDATION >>>
 

2027 E/V Nautilus
Exploration Program
 

Ocean Exploration Trust (OET) is now
seeking students and educators to
participate in deep ocean expeditions as
part of the 2027 E/V Nautilus Exploration
Program.
 

Paid at-sea internships for students are
available in ocean science, ROV (remotely
operated vehicle) engineering, seafloor
mapping/ hydrography, and video systems
engineering through the Science &
Engineering Internship Program. OET's
Science Communication Fellowship is also
open for educators. All participants will
sail aboard a deep ocean exploration
expedition on E/V Nautilus for 3-5 weeks,
learning alongside experts in the field.
 

Application Deadline: October 15, 2026
 

LEARN MORE >>>

Apply Now for the Sonar Equipment Fund
 

The Sonar Equipment Fund, a charitable fund at the Minneapolis Foundation, is still open for
applications!

The Sonar Equipment Fund was established to provide financial resources to nonprofit
organizations and educational institution-based programs in the United States, specifically
for the purchase of low-cost sonars. This fund was created to increase the awareness and
use of such equipment to further programs' curriculums and missions, enhancing their
existing programming related to aquatic science, environmental studies, oceanography, and
related fields. Successful applicants can earn up to $10,000 towards the purchase price of
underwater sonar equipment.
 

📆 The deadline for entries for the next round of funding: October 31, 2026
 

LEARN MORE & APPLY >>>
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